
● Explain how the various belief systems and practices of South and 
Southeast Asia affected society over time. 

● Explain how and why various states of South and Southeast Asia 
developed and maintained power over time

TOPIC 1.3 Developments in South & Southeast Asia 
from 1200 to 1450



● Explain how the various belief systems and practices of South and Southeast Asia 
affected society over time. 
○ How did Islam influence South and Southeast Asia from 1200-1450? 
○ How did Hinduism influence South and Southeast Asia from 1200-1450? 
○ How did Buddhism influence South and Southeast Asia from 1200-1450? 
○ What was the Bhakti movement? 
○ What was the role of Sufism in South and Southeast Asia? 
○ What is Buddhist monasticism? 

● Explain how and why various states of South and Southeast Asia developed and 
maintained power over time

● Hindu/Buddhist states: 
○ What was the Vijayanagara Empire? SPICE it.  
○ What was the Srivijaya Empire? SPICE it.
○ What were the Rajput kingdoms? SPICE them.
○ What was the Khmer Empire? SPICE it. 
○ What was Majapahit? 
○ What was the Sukhothai kingdom? 
○ What were the Sinhala dynasties? 

TOPIC 1.3 Developments in South & Southeast Asia from 1200 to 1450
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Hinduism 
The belief now called Hinduism is sometimes categorized as 
polytheistic and sometimes as monotheistic. 

● Origins go back at least 3,500 years.
● Aryans from north of the Himalaya Mountains migrated 

south to what is now Pakistan and India. 
● Spoke an Indo-European language, and brought with 

them scriptures called the Vedas and a belief that many 
deities existed. 

● Over time, people came to regard all deities as the 
expression of one supreme deity. 

● The Vedas taught that the soul of a person is reborn, or 
reincarnated, many times. 

● Eventually, a soul would spiritually advance enough to 
become liberated from this cycle of death and rebirth. 

● The Vedas taught that people should organize society 
into sharply defined classes, called castes. 

● The caste system prohibited social mobility. While the 
caste system kept society stratified, society was also 
unified.

Visit our local Hindu 
temple in Chino! 
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Buddhism
Beginning of Buddhism 
● The founder of Buddhism was Siddhartha Gautama. 
● Born into a wealthy Hindu family around 530 B.C.E. 
● Became aware of all the suffering people endured. 
● Wanted to understand why people suffered, he left his 

wealthy family and pursued a life of poverty and meditation.
● According to Buddhist traditions, Siddhartha had been 

meditating for several days underneath a bodhi tree when he 
finally understood the cause of suffering and how to end it. 

● He called himself the Buddha or "enlightened one," 
● Sought to teach others what he had come to understand. 
● Buddhist doctrines became summarized in the Four Noble 

Truths, which sought to eliminate desire and suffering by 
following the Eightfold Path. This path requires an individual 
to meditate, reflect, and refrain from excessive earthly 
pleasures. 

● The goal is to achieve enlightenment and the peaceful bliss 
known as nirvana, which would end the cycle of reincarnation. 
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Buddhism
The Spread of Buddhism 

● Buddhism provided an alternative to Hinduism. 
● Because Buddhism rejected the caste system, it 

became popular with members of the lower caste. 
● It spread quickly throughout India and across Asia. 
● Those spreading it included missionaries and 

merchants along the Silk Roads and around the 
Indian Ocean. 

● Buddhism was a universalizing religion, one that 
actively sought converts among all people. 

● Buddhism is also a monastic faith, one that 
develops monastery communities for men and 
women.
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Teachings of Islam
● The holy book and core teachings 

are the Qur'an 
● Five Pillars of Islam: a belief in one 

god called Allah, ritual prayer, 
almsgiving, fasting, and making a 
pilgrimage to Mecca. 

● Evolved a law code based on the 
Qur'an, called sharia, to regulate 
Muslim religious and civic behavior. 

● Unlike the laws of the Romans, 
sharia made no distinction between 
religious and civil law.
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A little context...
● The Mauryan Empire 

○ first period of unity in South Asia was under the Mauryan 
Empire (322 B.C.E.—187 B.C.E.) I

○ reached its high point during the rule of Ashoka. 
○ promoted prosperity by creating an efficient tax system 

and by building roads that connected commercial 
centers. 

○ Ashoka spread knowledge of the law by inscribing his 
edicts on pillars throughout the empire.

○ Ashoka is one of the few powerful rulers in history who 
converted from one faith—Hinduism—to another - 
Buddhism. 

○ His conversion helped spread the faith throughout India. 

After Ashoka, the Mauryan Empire soon declined 
in power, resulting in political decentralization. 
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A little context...
 

After Ashoka, the Mauryan Empire soon declined in 
power, resulting in political decentralization. 

● The Gupta Empire 
○ The second period of unity in South Asia was under the Gupta 

Empire. 
○ Ruled from c. 320 C.E. to c. 550 C.E. 
○ This period is referred to as the Golden Age of India. 
○ Under a centralized government based in Pataliputra, a city in 

northwestern India, intellectual and cultural life flourished. 
○ In public hospitals, physicians made advances in medicine, 

such as using inoculations to prevent disease.
○ Mathematicians developed a numbering system that 

combined a small number of symbols, 0-9
○ The social structure in the Gupta era was patriarchal. 
○ To unify people, the Gupta strongly supported Hinduism. 

Hinduism is the most common religion in India today. 
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Political Structures in South Asia
● South Asia only occasionally united as a single state in its history. 
● Gupta Dynasty collapsed in 550, ending the Golden Age of Indian history
● disunity returned to the region for most of the next 1,000 years. 
● Northern and southern India developed separate political structures. 
● Hinduism provided some cultural unity throughout the region. 

○ Many combined their own local faith tradition with same scriptures and core beliefs 
Political Structures in Southern India 
● Southern India was more stable than northern India. 

○ The first kingdom, the Chola Dynasty, reigned over southern India for more than 
400 years (850—1267). 

○ During the I I th century, the dynasty extended its rule to Ceylon, the large island 
just south of India. (Today it is known as Sri Lanka.)

● The second kingdom, the Vijayanagara Empire (1336—1646) took its 
name from the word for "the victorious city." 
○ It began with the arrival of two brothers, Harihara and Bukka, from the Delhi 

Sultanate in north-central India. 
○ Sent to the area because the Delhi Sultanate wished to extend its rule to southern 

India. 
○ Had been born as Hindus and converted to Islam for the sake of upward mobility 
○ When they left the region controlled by the Delhi Sultanate, they embraced the 

religion of their birth and established their own Hindu kingdom. 
○ The Vijayanagar Empire mid-1300s to mid-1500s, taken over by Muslim Kingdom 
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“O King! The city of Madurai was famed for its sweet beauty, but has now 
become the city of wild animals since the Muslims conquered it [in 1335]. Its 
famed Hindu temple has been reduced to rubble. The mighty Kaveri River used 
to flow in its proper channels because our noble Hindu rulers of the past had 
curbed it with dams. But now, the river flows without discipline like her new 
Muslim lords because the dams have been damaged beyond repair.

My Lord, it is hard to say whether we get more troubled by hearing the owls that 
now live in our abandoned gardens, or get more perturbed by the Persian 
language uttered by the pet-parrots from the houses of the Muslims. There is no 
agriculture left, as the angry Lord Indra* has stopped sending rains. My King! 
The Vedas have disappeared. With dharma gone, character and nobleness have 
disappeared.

My king, this sword that you hold is now placed into your lotus-hands by divine 
providence. Take it and without further delay uproot from my lands this Muslim 
kingdom. Go forth my dear Lord, win your victory, and establish One Hundred 
Victory Pillars!”

*the Hindu god of the heavens who brings thunder and rain

Speech of a female petitioner from the South Indian city of Madurai made at the 
court of the king of Vijayanagara, a Hindu empire in South India. The speech is 
recorded in a fourteenth-century poem written by a princess of Vijayanagara 
describing Vijayanagara’s conquest of the Muslim sultanate of Madurai in 1378.

S

O

A

P

S

TONE

http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZnJlZWhhbmREcmF3aW5nIiwiZHJhZ2dhYmxlcyI6W3siaWQiOiJkcmFnZ2FibGUwIiwidHlwZSI6Imljb24iLCJpY29uIjp7ImlkIjoiZGVmYXVsdC1jaXJjbGUifSwiY29sb3IiOiIjRDUxRDI4In1dLCJkcmFnZ2FibGVTaXplIjoxMi41NSwiZW1iZWRkYWJsZVVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vIiwiYW5zd2VycyI6W119pearId=magic-pear-shape-identifier
http://dontchangethislink.peardeckmagic.zone?eyJ0eXBlIjoiZ29vZ2xlLXNsaWRlcy1hZGRvbi1yZXNwb25zZS1mb290ZXIiLCJsYXN0RWRpdGVkQnkiOiIxMTU0NjIzNDgyOTE0MjI5Nzc0MDUiLCJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFrb1g4dEQ3dGZ2MXZzb184a05GaS1lV2pfbUxxYkVvaTVrSWlsdGlGUjZzIiwiY29udGVudElkIjoiY3VzdG9tLXJlc3BvbnNlLWZyZWVoYW5kRHJhd2luZyIsInNsaWRlSWQiOiJnZWEyMmI3NDY3ZF8wXzE2NSIsImNvbnRlbnRJbnN0YW5jZUlkIjoiMWtvWDh0RDd0ZnYxdnNvXzhrTkZpLWVXal9tTHFiRW9pNWtJaWx0aUZSNnMvMTJmNmE2M2YtMWI4Yy00ZTkwLTk3ODEtOGVlOTcxOWJmNmVkIn0=pearId=magic-pear-metadata-identifier


Created by @MsGreeneEdu

Political Structures in South Asia
Political Structures in Northern India 
● Northern India experienced a great deal more upheaval 

than did southern India. 
● After fall of Gupta Empire,  the Rajput kingdoms 

gradually formed in northern India and present-day 
Pakistan. 
○ These were Hindu kingdoms led by leaders of numerous clans 

who were often at war with one another. 
○ Competition among clans, no centralized government arose 
○ diversity and the regionalism of South Asia. 
○ Lack of a centralized power left the kingdoms vulnerable to 

Muslim attacks.
● Himalayas protected India from invasions from the 

north and east, mountain passes in the northwest 
allowed Invasions by Muslim armies. 

● Each attack disrupted a region that had been mostly 
Hindu and Buddhist. 
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Political Structures in South Asia
Political Structures in Northern India 
● Over time, the Islamic presence in the region grew

○ 8th Century - Islamic armies invade what is today Pakistan 
■ Brought little change to everyday life 
■ Located on the eastern edges of Dar asl-Islam - region isolated 

from cultural center 
■ Rajput princes used their power to limit influence of Muslim 

conquerors 
○ 11th Century Islamic forces plundered Hindu and Buddhist temples and 

shrines in northern India
■ Built mosques on Hindu and Buddhist holy sites 

● In the early 13th century, Islamic forces managed to conquer the 
city of Delhi and much of the northern portion of South Asia. 
○ Delhi Sultanate reigned for 300 years, from the 13th through the 16th 

centuries. 
○ The interaction of Islam and Hinduism in northern India dominated the 

political history of the era. 
○ While some Hindus converted to Islam, others resented Muslims and 

considered them foreigners. 
○ One factor contributing to this resentment was that the Delhi Sultanate 

imposed a tax, called the jizya, on all non-Muslim subjects ofthe empire.
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Delhi Sultanate
● The Delhi Sultanate never organized an efficient 

bureaucracy in the style of the Chinese. 
○ sultans had difficulty imposing their policies in a land as vast 

and diverse as India.
○ Despite the strong Islamic presence in the region, local 

kingdoms continued to play a major role in India's 
decentralized political landscape.

○ Ruled northern India 1206–1526 C.E.
○ Weak administrative structure

■ Reliance on cooperation of Hindu kings
■ Nineteen out of thirty-five sultans assassinated

● Sultans wanted to extend their rule southward. 
○ Had to focus on defending themselves from an onslaught 

by the Mongol army from the northwest. 
○ The Delhi Sultanate prevented the Mongols themselves 

from conquering South Asia. 
○ However, in 1526, the sultans lost power to a new empire, 

the Mughals, whose leaders did trace their ancestry to the 
Mongols.
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Religion in South Asia
● Religion always held a dominant place in South Asian 

history.
● Before arrival of Islam, most South Asians practiced 

Hinduism
○ While a smaller number identified themselves as Buddhists. 
○ South Asians encountered a starkly different religion when Islam 

arrived.
● Hinduism compared to Islam 

○ Most South Indians practiced Hinduism prior to the introduction 
of Islam

○ Hindus pray to many gods, while Islam is strictly monotheistic.
○ Hindu temples and artwork use pictures of their deities while 

Muslims disapprove of images of Allah. 
○ Hinduism associated with a hierarchical caste system, while 

Islam always called for equality of all believers 
○ Hindus recognize multiple sacred texts while Muslims only see 

the Quran as a sacred text. 
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Explore the Buddhist Ajanta Caves 
● Click here to explore the outside of the caves.  
● Click here to explore more.  
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The Arrival of Islam in South Asia
● The relationship between Hindus and Muslims shaped the history of 

South Asia beginning in the 7th century, continues to shape regional 
culture and politics today. 

● Islam initially entered India forcefully 
○ eventually took on a more peaceful approach. 
○ Islam was a universalizing religion, one that wanted to proselytize, or actively seek 

converts, 
● Muslim rulers found early in their reign that forcing their Hindu and 

Buddhist subjects to convert was not successful. 
● Most converts came to Islam voluntarily. 
● Many Muslim merchants in the Indian Ocean trade moved to Indian 

port cities and married. 
○ Wives often ended up converting to their husband's religion.

● With its emphasis on the equality of all believers, Islam also attracted 
low-caste Hindus who hoped that conversion would improve their 
social status. 

● In this sense, Islam in India was like Christianity in the Roman Empire. 
○ Both appealed to the people who suffered the most under the existing social 

structure.
● The largest numbers of converts to Islam, however, were Buddhists. 

○ Corruption among the monks and raids on monasteries by early Muslim 
conquerors left the Buddhist religion disorganized. 

○ The spread of Islam helped make Buddhism a minority religion in its place of birth.
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Social Structure in South Asia 
● Islam did little to alter the basic structure of society in South Asia. 
● India's caste system is its strongest historical continuity. 
● it lent stability to a politically decentralized land. 
● The caste system was flexible and able to accommodate 

newcomers. 
○ Muslim merchants and migrants found a place for themselves within the 

caste hierarchy based on their occupation. 
○ subcastes based on occupation operated like workers' guilds, 

● Those who tried to escape the caste system failed. 
○ low-caste Hindus who converted to Islam as a way to improve their social 

status usually did not achieve that goal. 
○ Individuals required more education and opportunities for better jobs to help 

them escape their low status in life.
● Muslims varied how they applied its core teachings, depending 

on their culture before converting. 
○ For example, Islam did not alter gender relations greatly. 
○ In South Asia, women in the Hindu tradition were confined to a separate 

social sphere, and Islamic women received similar treatment. 
○ In Southeast Asia, women enjoyed more independence before the arrival of 

Islam. 
■ This pattern continued as people became Muslims. 
■ converts found ways to accommodate a new faith without rejecting 

traditions
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Cultural Interactions in South Asia
● People in South Asia and the Middle East shared their intellectual 

and cultural achievements with each other. 
○ Arab astronomers and mathematicians added to the body of knowledge 

begun by their Indian counterparts. 
○ Indian developments in algebra and geometry were translated into Arabic, 

and spread throughout Dar al-lslam. 
○ EXAMPLE: "Arabic numerals," actually originated in India.

● In India, sultans erected buildings melding the intricate artistic 
details of Hindu art with the geometric patterns preferred by 
Islamic architecture. 

● The city of Delhi is filled with examples ofI slamic architecture built 
during the Delhi Sultanate. 

● One famous example, the Qutub Minar, stands in the southern part 
of the city. 
○ Rulers from the Delhi Sultanate built an elaborate mosque on top of a Hindu 

temple and used materials for the mosque from nearby Hindu and other 
religious shrines. 

○ Towering over the mosque is the Qutub Minar itself, a gigantic leaning tower, 
the tallest structure in India today. 

○ Historians debate the reason for its construction; one obvious function is its 
presence as a symbol of Islamic influence and, at one time, dominance of 
northern India.
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● New language developed among Muslims of South Asia: Urdu. 
○ Urdu melded the grammatical pattern of Hindi (the language of Northern 

Indians), and with the vocabulary of Arabic and some elements of Farsi (the 
language of Persians). 

○ Today, Urdu is the official language of Pakistan.
● The Bhakti Movement Beginning in the 12th century

○ some Hindus began to draw upon traditional teachings about the 
importance of emotion in their spiritual life. 

○ Rather than emphasize studying texts or performing rituals, they focused on 
developing a strong attachment to a particular deity. 

○ This development, known as the Bhakti Movement, started in southern India. 
○ appealing to many believers because it did not discriminate against women 

or people of low social status. 
■ female, the poet Mira Bai, who lived in the 16th century.

● Though the Bhaktis were Hindus, they were similar in some ways 
to Sufi Muslims. 
○ Both groups were mystical movements

■  emphasized inner reflection in order to achieve a direct personal 
relationship with a deity. 

■ placed less emphasis on strict adherence to traditional rituals and 
beliefs

○ bhaktis and Sufis each appealed to people outside their traditions. 
○ Just as the Sufis helped spread Islam, the Bhaktis helped spread Hinduism.

Cultural Interactions in South Asia



Created by @MsGreeneEdu

“Let the blessings of Allah be upon Muhammad and his 
companions universally. In the year 1640 C.E. I wanted to behold 
the mystics of every sect, to hear the lofty expressions of 
monotheism, and to cast my eyes upon many books of 
mysticism. I, therefore, examined the Book of Moses, the 
Gospels, and the Psalms.

Among the Hindus, the best of their heavenly books, which 
contain all the secrets of pure monotheism, are called the 
Upanishads. Because I do not know Sanskrit, I wanted to make 
an exact and literal translation of the Upanishads into Persian*. 
For the Upanishads are a treasure of monotheism and there are 
few thoroughly conversant with them even among the Indians. 
Thereby I also wanted to make the texts accessible to Muslims.

I assembled Hindu scholars and ascetics to help with the 
translation. Every sublime topic that I had desired or thought and 
had looked for and not found, I obtained from these most ancient 
books, the source and the fountainhead of the ocean of religious 
unity, in conformity with the holy Qur’an.”

*Persian was the primary language used at the Mughal court.

Dara Shikoh, son of the Mughal ruler Shah Jahan, account of the 
translation of the Upanishads into Persian, 1657 C.E.
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Southeast Asia
● Like China, South Asia strongly influenced its neighbors, 

particularly the lands of Southeast Asia—today's 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, and 
Vietnam. 

● Indian merchants had contact with these Southeast 
Asian lands as early as 500 B.C.E. 

● Merchants sold gold, silver, metal goods, and textiles in 
the region and brought back its fine spices.

● Trade voyages introduced the Indian religions of 
Hinduism and Buddhism to Southeast Asia.

● Much of the region became and remains today mostly 
Buddhist. 

● The region, like Southwest Asia, was strategically 
significant. 

● Whoever controlled this region could influence the 
valuable trade between South Asia and East Asia.
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Southeast Asia
Sea-Based Kingdoms 
● The Srivijaya Empire (670—1025) Hindu kingdom based on 

Sumatra. 
○ built up its navy and prospered by charging fees for ships traveling 

between India and China.
● The Majapahit Kingdom (1293—1520) based on Java had 98 

tributaries at its height. 
○ Like Srivijaya, Majapahit sustained its power by controlling sea routes. 
○ Unlike Srivijaya, Majapahit was Buddhist.

Land-Based Kingdoms 
● The Sinhala dynasties in Sri Lanka had their roots in the 

arrival of early Immigrants, most likely merchants, from north 
India. 
○ Buddhists arrived in the 3rd century B.C.E. 
○ island became a center of Buddhist study. 
○ Monasteries and nunneries flourished.Both men and women found a 

life of contemplation and simple living attractive.
○ Buddhism was so deeply embedded that Buddhist priests often 

served as advisors to the monarchs. 
○ Government of one of the kingdoms oversaw the construction of a 

network of reservoirs and canals to create an excellent irrigation 
system, economic growth.

○ Attacks by invaders from India and conflicts between the monarchy 
and the priests ultimately weakened the kingdoms.
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Southeast Asia
● The Khmer Empire, also known as the Angkor Kingdom (802—1431)

○ Was situated near the Mekong River 
○ Did not depend on maritime prowess for its power. 
○ Complex irrigation and drainage systems led to economic prosperity, making 

it one of the most prosperous kingdoms in Southeast Asia. 
○ Irrigation allowed farmers to harvest rice crops several times a year, and 

drainage systems reduced the impact of the heavy monsoon rams.
● The Khmer capital was at Angkor Thom. 

○ The temples there showed the variety of Indian cultural influences on 
Southeast Asia. 

○ Hindu artwork and sculptures of deities abounded. 
○ At some point the Khmer rulers became Buddhist. 
○ Starting in the 12th and 13th centuries, they added Buddhist sculptures and 

artwork to the temples without destroying any of the Hindu artwork.
● At the same period and only one-half mile from Angkor Thom

○ rulers constructed the ornate and majestic Buddhist temple complex of 
Angkor Wat. 

○ In 1431, the Thais of the Sukhothai Kingdom invaded the area, forcing the 
Khmers out. 

○ Nevertheless, ruins of the magnificent structures in Angkor Thom and Angkor 
Wat still stand, testifying not only to the sophistication of Southeast Asian 
culture but also to the powerful influence of Indian culture on the region.
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Click here to explore Angkor Wat 

https://www.google.com/maps/about/behind-the-scenes/streetview/treks/angkor/#angkor-wat
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…By the 1300s two of the great universal religions were filtering peacefully into 
the region: Theravada Buddhism and Islam. Theravada Buddhism from Sri Lanka 
became the dominant religion of the major mainland societies (except Vietnam) by 
incorporating the rich animism of the peasant villages and the Hinduism of the 
courts. Sunni Islam arrived from the Middle East and India, spreading widely in the 
Malay peninsula and Indonesian archipelago while gradually displacing or 
incorporating the local animism and Hinduism; it was closely tied to international 
trade. Through this process of trade and religious networks, Southeast Asia became 
even more firmly linked to the peoples of Southern and Western Asia…

Beginning in the 14th century a new pattern of world trade was developing 
that more closely linked Asia, Europe and parts of Africa. There was no particular 
center but Southeast Asia, especially the archipelago region, became an essential 
intermediary as long voyages were replaced by shorter hops and more frequent 
trans-shipment. This enhanced the value of regional ports and a half dozen distinct 
commercial zones arose in Southeast Asia. Southeast Asian peoples like the Malays 
and Javanese played active roles in the interregional trade, which also spurred the 
growth of cities. Changes in the international maritime economy beginning around 
1400 fostered an unprecedented commercial prosperity and an increasing cultural 
cosmopolitanism, most especially in the archipelago. A new type of maritime 
trading state arose to handle the increased amounts of local products dispatched to 
distant markets.

Craig Lockard, “Southeast Asia in World History.”
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…By the 1300s two of the great universal religions were filtering peacefully into the region: 
Theravada Buddhism and Islam. Theravada Buddhism from Sri Lanka became the dominant 
religion of the major mainland societies (except Vietnam) by incorporating the rich animism 
of the peasant villages and the Hinduism of the courts. Sunni Islam arrived from the Middle 
East and India, spreading widely in the Malay peninsula and Indonesian archipelago while 
gradually displacing or incorporating the local animism and Hinduism; it was closely tied to 
international trade. Through this process of trade and religious networks, Southeast Asia 
became even more firmly linked to the peoples of Southern and Western Asia…

Beginning in the 14th century a new pattern of world trade was developing that more 
closely linked Asia, Europe and parts of Africa. There was no particular center but Southeast 
Asia, especially the archipelago region, became an essential intermediary as long voyages 
were replaced by shorter hops and more frequent trans-shipment. This enhanced the value of 
regional ports and a half dozen distinct commercial zones arose in Southeast Asia. Southeast 
Asian peoples like the Malays and Javanese played active roles in the interregional trade, 
which also spurred the growth of cities. Changes in the international maritime economy 
beginning around 1400 fostered an unprecedented commercial prosperity and an increasing 
cultural cosmopolitanism, most especially in the archipelago. A new type of maritime trading 
state arose to handle the increased amounts of local products dispatched to distant markets.

Craig Lockard, “Southeast Asia in World History.”

Why would Southeast Asian elites 
be more likely to embrace 
Hinduism than Buddhism? 
A. Hinduism created multiple 

opportunities to accumulate 
wealth through 
reincarnation. 

B. Hinduism legitimized their 
high status through beliefs in 
karma and the caste system. 

C. Buddhism demanded harsh 
punishments against the 
common people which 
would destabilize their 
power. 

D. Animism was offensive to 
Muslim merchants who were 
important trade partners. 
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Southeast Asia
● Islam's movement into the Indian Ocean 

region paralleled its expansion elsewhere. 
○ Southeast Asian Muslims were local merchants, 

who converted in the 700s
○ hoping to have better trading relations with the 

Islamic merchants who arrived on their shores. 
○ Islam was most popular in urban areas at the time. 
○ Islam spread to Sumatra, Java, and the Malay 

Peninsula. 
○ Today, Indonesia includes more Muslims than any 

other country.
● Sufis also did missionary work in Southeast 

Asia.
○ Because of their tolerance for local faiths, people 

felt comfortable converting to Islam. 
○ They could be Muslims and still honor local deities.
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TOPIC 1.3 Developments in South & Southeast Asia  from 1200 to 1450
SOCIAL POLITICAL INTERACTION 

W/ENVIRONMENT
CULTURE ECONOMIC
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Song China 

Compare the 
Song Dynasty 
to any of the 
governments  

we just 
learned 
about. 

Identify their 
similarities 

and 
differences. 
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