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A. A piece of writing which reveals the truth about a situation. 

B. An American businessman, politician, and newspaper publisher 
who purchased the New York Morning Journal, used yellow 
journalism to attract more readers, and was a direct competitor 
of the New York World. 

C. The most notable muckraker who worked for McClure’s 
Magazine and uncovered corrupt machine politics in New York 
and other big cities. 

D. The newspaper article written in a style that includes 
exaggerations, untruths, and lies to intrigue readers and sell 
more newspapers. 

E. A newspaper publisher of the New York World who first 
introduced the writing style known as “yellow journalism.”  

F. Another name for investigative journalist during the early 
twentieth century. 

G. A reporter who wrote for McClure’s magazine and is credited 
with the founding of investigative journalism. 

H. A famous cartoon that first ran in the New York World that some 
believe is responsible for the creation of the term “yellow 
journalism.” 

I. An American writer who became well known for his investigative 
journalism which led to the book The Jungle.   

J. A modern style of journalism which emphasizes sensational 
crime stories and gossip columns about celebrities and athletes. 

_______ Joseph Pulitzer  

_______ William Randolph Hearst  

_______ Sensationalism  

_______ The Yellow Kid  

_______ Tabloid journalism  

_______ Muckrakers  

_______ Exposé 

_______ Lincoln Steffens  

_______ Ida Tarbell  

_______ Upton Sinclair  

Vocabulary 

Today’s Thinking Focus 

Question: 

How did muckrakers 
bring about reform? 

NAME __________________________________ 
 

Period/Section/Mod: ___________ 

What is Yellow Journalism? 
Yellow journalism is a term first coined during the famous newspaper wars between William Randolph Hearst and 
Joseph Pulitzer during the early 1900s as they battled for readers. 

Write three facts about yellow journalism:  
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NAME __________________________________ 
 

Period/Section/Mod: ___________ 

What Do You Think? 

Should newspapers (journalists) 

have a moral duty to publish articles 

based on factually accurate 

information?  

Or should newspapers be allowed 

to print and distribute lies and 

sensationalized stories so they can 

obtain more readers?  Explain your 

answer. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. 2. 

3. 4. 

Yellow Journalism: List four characteristics 

Who has the 
power? 

Do you think the “yellow” 

press was responsible for 

starting the Spanish-American 

War?  Use evidence from the 

PowerPoint to back up your 

answer. 

Is it all yellow? 
In the early 1900s, not all “yellow” journalism was bad. 

 
 

Identify this women and explain what she did to prove the above statement is true.  
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NAME __________________________________ 
 

Period/Section/Mod: ___________ 

What do you think? 
Do you think today’s tabloid 

journalism is harmful?  Why or 

why not?  Explain. 

Reformers and the Newspaper 
Journalists helped reformers investigate wrongdoings made by the government, business, and powerful 

people.  By publishing their findings in newspapers and magazines, investigative journalists were able to 

inform the public about these injustices.  Public outrage over an issue often led to sweeping changes to 

correct the inequality. 
 

How did the following muckrakers contribute to social reform? 
 

 

Muckraker 
 

Investigated 
 

Resulted in . . . 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Lincoln 
Steffens 

Ida 
Tarbell 

Upton 
Sinclair 

Yellow journalism today? 

Yellow journalism is now an entire genre of news 

that can be found in something called tabloid 

journalism. Tabloid newspapers are located at 

almost any grocery store check-out line.  

Tabloid journalism, like yellow 

journalism, uses an overabundance 

of exclamation points, exaggerated 

claims, and lies to attract more 

readers. 
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Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text. 

NAME __________________________________ 
 

Period/Section/Mod: ___________ 

Here’s the real story.  Now rewrite the article using “yellow journalism” and sensationalize it! 

APOLLO, Pa. — A family has been reunited with its dog 10 years after the dog went missing. 

Debra Suierveld and her family assumed their dog Abby had died after she ran away in 2008 from their home in Apollo, but 

decade-old sadness turned to joy on Saturday when Suierveld received word someone had found the dog. 

The black Labrador mix showed up on George Speiring’s front porch in Lower Burrell, 10 miles west of Apollo. Speiring contacted 

Animal Protectors of Allegheny Valley, which discovered the dog’s microchip and was able to contact Suierveld. 

Someone had taken good care of Abby over the years. Abby is in great health and remembers things the family taught her, 

Suierveld said.  “She would lie on the floor and cross her paws and she remembers my daughter’s commands and she 

remembers the commands I taught her,” Suierveld told KDKA-TV.  Suierveld called her 22-year-old daughter, who is a student at 

Miami University, in Oxford, Ohio, to share the news.   

“She cried,” Suierveld told the Tribune-Review. 

Suierveld’s family has planned a reunion dinner on Sunday to welcome Abby back.  “It feels like a part of my kids’ childhood is 

back, part of our family is back,” Suierveld said. “It’s pretty awesome.” 
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New York Post           February 5, 2018 

By Associated Press  

 

Lost dog reunited with family after 10 years 


