
Unit 2: Networks of Exchange
Guided Reading supplement to AMSCO textbook

2.1 The Silk Roads
Causes of the Growth of Exchange Networks

● How did the Crusades help pave the way to expanding networks of exchange?
● When did the 1st Golden Age of the Silk Road come to an end?
● Who revived land routes in the 8th and 9th centuries?
● What was China exporting?
● What was China importing?
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2.2 The Mongol Empire and the Modern World
● What was the reputation of the Mongols?

The Mongols and Their Surroundings
● Who and where were the Mongols in the 12th century?

Genghis Khan (Chinghis)
● Temujin spent his early years…
● He was intensely focused on…
● What happened at the kuriltai?
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Uyghur Alphabet

Mongolian Empire Expands

Batu and the
Golden Horde

● In 1240…
● In 1241…
● The Mongols ruled northern Russia by…
● The people of Moscow…
● 1380…
● By the mid-16th c…
● How did all of this impact Russia?

Hulegu and
the Islamic
Heartlands

● In 1258…
● In 1260…
● Il-khanate
● Islam

Kublai Khan
and the Yuan
Dynasty

● 1235-1271…
● 1260…
● Yuan Dynasty…
● Religious Tolerance
● His rule...

Mongols Lose Power
● How did they lose power within China?
● How did expansion further loss of power?

The Long Term Impact of the Mongolian Invasions
What key role did they play in history?
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2.3 Exchange in the Indian Ocean
● What does Dar al-Islam mean?

Causes of Expanded Exchange in the Indian Ocean
Spread of Islam

● How did the expansion of Islam effect Indian Ocean trade?
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Effects of Expanded Exchange in the Indian Ocean
● How did merchants first bring Islam to southern Asia?
● What is diaspora?
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2.4 Trans-Saharan Trade Routes
● Why did no one live in the Sahara Desert?

Trans-Saharan Trade
● What is an oases?
● How did Muslim merchants travel across the Sahara?  Why that?
● Technology- Why is the invention of different camel saddles important?
● Why is the fact that there were 7 north-south trade routes and 2 east-west routes important?
● What was the most precious commodity traded?
● Where was it found?
● What else was traded in West Africa and for what?
● What else did traders bring?
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2.5 Cultural Consequences of Connectivity

Religion
● Summarize: What was the effect of trade networks on religion from 1200-1450?

Science and Technological Innovations
● Summarize: What was the effect of trade networks on science and technology from 1200-1450?

● What are the factors that contributed to the Growth of Cities?
● Why did Constantinople decline?
● What are the main factors that contributed to the decline of Cities?
● How did the plague get to Europe?

Traveler’s Tales

Marco Polo What was his
impact?

Ibn Battuta What was his
purpose?



How is his tale
different than
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2.6 Environmental Consequences of Connectivity

Agriculture
● Summarize: What were some of the agricultural effects of Exchange Networks?

Epidemics
● Summarize: What were some of the effects on health of Exchange Networks?

2.7 Comparison of Economic Exchange

Trade Route Silk Road Indian Ocean Trans-Saharan

Differences

Similarities

Social Implications of Networks of Exchange
● What are the three most important things in this section?


