
1. Before	you	watch:	This	is	a	documentary	about	climate	change.	What	do	you	think	is	the	significance	
of	the	title	“Before	the	Flood”?

2.	What	is	the	significance	of	the	painting	called	”The	Garden	of	Earthly	Delights?”

5.		A)	What	changes	are	happening	on	Baffin	Island?	 B)	How	do	these	changes	affect	other	parts	of	the	
world?

A.

B.

6.	A)	What’s	being	done	in	Miami	to	deal	with	flooding?						B)	Is	this	a	permanent	solution?

A.		

B.		

Before the Flood

3.	 A)	Who	is	Ban	Ki	Moon?	 B)	Why	was	Leo	at	the	United	Nations?

4.	A)	Examples	of	fossil	fuels	are:
-

-

-

B)	They’re	used	for:

-

-

C)	What	extreme	lengths	
have	humans	gone	to	in	
order	to	obtain	new	
sources	of	fossil	fuels?

•

•

•

•

D)	What	are	some	criticisms	about	oil	sands?

Name:



7.	Why	is	there	so	much	opposition	to	climate	change	(Why	do	some	people	say	it’s	not	real)?	

9.	A)	How	
many	people	are	
without	energy?

10.	What	actions	have	been	taken	on	the	island	of	Kiribati?

12.	How	does	beef	contribute	to	climate	change?

?
8.	A)	Which	country	is	the	world’s	#1	polluter?	Why? B)	What	are	they	doing	to	change	

this?

B)	What	problem	might	this	cause	in	the	future?

11.	A)	How	do	rainforests	help	slow	climate	
change?	

B)	What’s	the	effect	of	rainforest	destruction?

C)	Why	are	rainforests	in	Indonesia	being	destroyed?



15.	What	will	happen	if	global	temperatures	continue	to	rise?

17.	Why	does	Obama	call	climate	change	a	national	security	issue?

18.	What	information	do	we	learn	about	the	painting	”The	Garden	of	Earthly	Delights”	that	sheds	some	
light	on	the	film’s	title?

13.	A)	What	is	a	Gigafactory?	 B)	How	many	would	be	needed	
to	sustainably	power	the		whole	
world?	

C)	Why	won’t	we	have	them?

14.	A)	What	is	a	carbon	tax?	 B)	How	will	it	help	slow	climate	change?	

16.	A)	What	happened	at	the	Paris	Climate	Summit	
of	2015?	

B) What	agreement	was	reached?

C) What	are	some	of	the	criticisms	about	the	Paris	Agreement?



19.	It’s	up	to	all	of	us!	You	need	to	…

A) Consume	differently:
• What	you	__________:	_____________________________________________________________________________________

• What	you	__________:	_____________________________________________________________________________________

• How	you	get	your	____________:	__________________________________________________________________________

B)	Vote	for	leaders	who	will	fight	for	climate	change	by	… (write	1)

• ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*	After	the	film,	use	what	you’ve	learned	to	elaborate	on	you	answers	for	question	#19	A.

After	you	watch	the	film:	

• Visit	beforetheflood.com and	click	on	“take	action”.	
• Scroll	down	to	find	the	“climate	action	hub”	which	highlights	opportunities	offered	by	nonprofit	organizations.	
• Spend	some	time	exploring	the	different	organizations	and	opportunities	on	this	page.
• Choose	two	opportunities	that	are	important	to	you	and	answer	the	questions	below:

Take Action!

Organization #1: Name	of	organization:

What	is	their	goal?	

What	can	people	do	to	take	action	with	this	organization?

How	will	this	action	make	a	positive	impact?

Organization #2: Name	of	organization:

What	is	their	goal?	

What	can	people	do	to	take	action	with	this	organization?

How	will	this	action	make	a	positive	impact?



1. Before	you	watch:	This	is	a	documentary	about	climate	change.	What	do	you	think	is	the	significance	
of	the	title	“Before	the	Flood”?

*Student	answers	will	vary

2.	What	is	the	significance	of	the	painting	called	”The	Garden	of	Earthly	Delights?”
The	painting	shows	a	paradise	that	has	been	destroyed.	It	can	be	seen	as	an	analogy	for	the	current	
course	of	the	world	that’s	headed	towards	potential	destruction.

5.	A)	What	changes	are	happening	on	Baffin	Island?	B)	How	do	these	changes	affect	other	parts	of	the	
world?

A. The	island	used	to	have	solid	ice	but	it’s	becoming	softer	and	melting	faster.	There	will	be	no	
sea	ice	there	by	2040.	

B. Melting	ice	leads	to	rising	sea	levels	around	the	world.

6.	A)	What’s	being	done	in	Miami	to	deal	with	flooding?	B)	Is	this	a	permanent	solution?

A.	They’re	pumping	excess	water	from	the	roads	and	working	to	raise	the	road.	

B.	It’s	not	a	permanent	solution	because	these	changes	will	only	last	for	40-50	years.

Before the Flood

3.	 A)	Who	is	Ban	Ki	Moon?	
He’s	the	Secretary	General	
of	the	UN

B)	Why	was	Leo	at	the	United	Nations?
Leo	was	designated	the	UN		Messenger	of	Peace	on	Climate	Change.

4.	A)	Examples	of	fossil	fuels	are:
- oil

-natural	gas

- coal

B)	They’re	used	for:

- transportation

- electricity

C)	What	extreme	lengths	
have	humans	gone	to	in	
order	to	obtain	new	
sources	of	fossil	fuels?

• Mountaintop	removal

• Fracking

• Offshore	drilling

• Tar(oil)	sands

D)	What	are	some	criticism	about	oil	sands?

The	oil sands	take	away	forests,	pollute	water,	have	sever	impacts	on
wildlife	and	native	communities,	and	it	takes	a	huge	amount	of	energy	to	
get	 oil to	our	oil	tanks.

Name:



7.	Why	is	there	so	much	opposition	to	climate	change?	

Fossil	fuel	companies	are	very	powerful.	These	corporations	push	the	message	that	climate	change	
is	a	hoax	in	order	to	make	short	term	fossil	fuel	profits.		They	support	politicians	to	push	their	
agenda.	

9.	A)	How	
many	people	are	
without	energy?
300	million

10.	What	actions	have	been	taken	on	the	island	of	Kiribati?

People	are	relocating		away	from	the	water.	They’ve	adopted	a	policy	of	migration	and	purchased	land	in	
Fiji	so	people	can	migrate	in	case	they	lose	their	island	to	floodwaters.

12.	How	does	beef	contribute	to	climate	change?

Large	amounts	of	land	are	used	to	grow	feed	for	cattle,	and	cows	produce	huge	amounts	of	methane	by	
burping	and	farting.	Methane	is	a	greenhouse	gas	that	is	more	impactful	on	climate	change	than	carbon	
dioxide.	

?
8.	A)	Which	country	is	the	world’s	#1	polluter?	Why?

China	is	the	world’s	biggest	polluter. It’s	the “factory	of	the	
world” and	many	areas	rely	on	coal	consumption.	

B)	What	are	they	doing	to	change	
this?

They’re	prioritizing	wind	and	
solar	over	coal

B)	What	problem	might	this	cause	in	the	future?

If	all	of	these	people	move	to	using	coal,	which	is	cheap	and	available,	it	will	
contribute	significantly	to	climate	change.

11.	A)	How	do	rainforests	help	slow	climate	
change?	

Rainforests absorb	carbon	from	the	
atmosphere	and	hold	it	in	the	plants.

B)	What’s	the	effect	of	rainforest	destruction?

Destroying	plants	(cutting	down,	
burning)	releases	carbon	into	the	
atmosphere.

C)	Why	are	rainforests	in	Indonesia	being	destroyed?

Rainforests	are	burned	to	create	pal	oil	plantations.	Palm	oil	is	an	ingredient	in	many	common	products	
and	makes	big	profits	for	companies	because it’s	so	cheap.	



15.	What	will	happen	if	global	temperatures	continue	to	rise?

Rising	temperatures	will	cause	storms,	droughts,	coral	reef	collapse,	heat	waves,	collapse	of	
agriculture,	famine,	irreversible	melting	at	the	poles,	climate	refugees,	fights	over	water,	even	war.	

17.	Why	does	Obama	call	climate	change	a	national	security	issue?

If	people	who	live	along	the	coastlines	have	to	move	because	of	flooding	then	there	will	be	increased	
competition	for	resources.

18.	What	information	do	we	learn	about	the	painting	”The	Garden	of	Earthly	Delights”	that	sheds	some	
light	on	the	film’s	title?

The	center	panel	is	called	“Humankind	Before	the	Flood”.	Leo	says	that	we’re	living	in	this	panel	and	we	
need	to	avoid	creating	a	future	that	looks	like	the	last	panel	of	the	painting	where	the	earth	is	destroyed.

13.	A)	What	is	a	Gigafactory?	

It’s	a	giant battery	that	can	store	
energy	from	solar	panels.	

B)	How	many	would	be	needed	
to	sustainably	power	the		whole	
world?	

100

C)	Why	won’t	we	have	them?

Tesla	can’t	build	them	all.	Big	
corporations	would	need	to	build	
some	as	well.	

14.	A)	What	is	a	carbon	tax?	

It’s	a	tax	on	activity	that	puts	carbon	into	the	
atmosphere	so	things	that	produce	carbon	will	
be	more	expensive	(for	example,	oil).

B)	How	will	it	help	slow	climate	change?	

If	prices	are	higher,	people	will	avoid	purchasing	things	
that	put	carbon	into	the	atmosphere.	It	makes	
environmentally	friendly	decision	making	much	easier	
for	people.

16.	A)	What	happened	at	the	Paris	Climate	Summit	
of	2015?	

195	countries	came	together	to	agree	to	make	a	
change to	help	slow	climate	change.

B) What	agreement	was	reached?

The	Paris	Agreement	calls	for	warming	to	be	
kept	below	2	degrees	Celsius	by	reducing	carbon	
emissions.		

C) What	are	some	of	the	criticisms	about	the	Paris	Agreement?

There was no	mention	of	carbon	tax,	no	penalties,	and	no	way	to	enforce	it.



19.	It’s	up	to	all	of	us!	You	need	to	…

A) Consume	differently:
• What	you	buy:	Try	to	avoid	buying	products	that	contain	palm	oil.

• What	you	eat:	Limit	your	consumption	of	mean,	especially	beef.

• How	you	get	your	power:	Consider	renewable	energy	if	possible	(wind,	solar).

B)	Vote	for	leaders	who	will	fight	for	climate	change	by	… (write	1)
• ending	fossil	fuel	subsidies,	
• investing	in	renewables
• leaving	fossil	fuels	in	the	ground
• supporting	a	price	on	carbon

• After	the	film,	use	what	you’ve	learned	to	elaborate	on	you	answers	for	question	#19	A.

After	you	watch	the	film:	

• Visit	beforetheflood.com and	click	on	“take	action”.	
• Scroll	down	to	find	the	“climate	action	hub”	which	highlights	opportunities	offered	by	nonprofit	organizations.	
• Spend	some	time	exploring	the	different	organizations	and	opportunities	on	this	page.
• Choose	two	opportunities	that	are	important	to	you	and	answer	the	questions	below:

Take Action!

Organization #1: Name	of	organization:

What	is	their	goal?	

What	can	people	do	to	take	action	with	this	organization?

How	will	this	action	make	a	positive	impact?

Organization #2: Name	of	organization:

What	is	their	goal?	

What	can	people	do	to	take	action	with	this	organization?

How	will	this	action	make	a	positive	impact?



If	you’ve	enjoyed	any	of	these	resources	please	leave	a	review!	

Did	you	know	you	can	earn	TpT Credits	by	leaving	feedback	on	your	purchases? For	every	$1.00	you	spend	on	TpT,	you	can	earn	1	credit.	
Every	20	credits	you	earn	equals	$1.00	you	can	apply	to	future	TpT purchases.

Check	out	more	wellness,	environmental	and	social	justice	resources	by	The	Social	Justice	Classroom.	

MORE	RESOURCES	FROM	THE	SOCIAL	JUSTICE	CLASSROOM

SOCIAL	JUSTICE

ENVIRONMENT STUDENT	WELLNESS

HOLIDAYS

BUNDLES

ENGLISH

CLASSROOM
POSTERS


