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The Causes of World War I

World Warlis a moment in history

The world that existed after the Great War was vastly from the one before

The causes of World War I are complex but can best be explained by describing Europe as a
powder keg waiting for a

To the causes of World War I requires an understanding of how that powder

keg came to be

Background: Franco-Prussian War - 1870-1971

France attempted to stop the of the German states under Prussian leadership
Prussia and the German coalition defeated France, marched into Paris and crowned the King of
Prussia, Wilhelm [, as the new German Emperor (Kaiser) Wilhelm I in the Hall of Mirrors at
Versailles

The man responsible for this victory was who would become chancellor of

Germany in 1871

French Humiliation

France was humiliated and forced to pay war reparations

Also lost the territory of and the city of Strasbourg to the new Germany Empire

The desire for would be strong in France undoubtedly contributing to the desire for
war with Germany in WWI
In France, children were taught in school to not forget the lost provinces, which were colored in

black on maps

The Russian Empire

At the turn of the 20t century the Russian Empire was immense covering

land surface on earth with a population of almost 150 million

Russia had not as quickly as the other European Powers yet it was catching
up
Despite losing a humiliating war to Japan in 1905, the general feeling across Europe - particularly

in - was that in a few years Russia would be unstoppable
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Germany felt that if a war with Russia was inevitable then it should be rather than
later
Lesser known is the fact that Great Britain also Russian power and considered

joining Germany in a war against Russia

Factors Contributing to WWI

The diplomatic conditions in Europe in 1914 were incredibly and had been increasing

for a variety of reasons

These contributing factors can be divided into four
e Arms Race
* Imperialism
* Nationalism

* Entangled Alliances

Europe on the Brink of War

The Arms Race

Militarism, the desire to have a was prevalent amongst all of the European

powers

Spurred on by the , each country racing to get the newest and most powerful

weapons

Overseas colonies needed to be protected and strong could do that best

Imperialism

During the late 19t century European nations wanted to build great
Each country competed against each other in this quest

The more land an empire controlled the more and resources were at its disposal

Great Britain, France, Germany, and Russia wanted to increase their power and

If one became too powerful it would be a to the rest

Alliances

Nations looked to protect their by forming alliances

Triple Alliance: Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy
Triple Entente: France, Russia, and Great Britain

[t was believed by all that no one nation would attack another for fear of

series of alliances
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Nationalism
This was a strong devotion to one’s and/or
Increased throughout the 19t century becoming more intense by the early 20t century
Pride was intense in countries such as France and Great Britain

Desire for was strong amongst cultures who were ruled by foreign empires -

most apparent in south-eastern Europe
The Balkans were home to many groups trying to break free from the Ottoman and
Austro-Hungarian Empires
The Eve of War
. was an independent country where nationalism was strongest

* Throughout the 1800s the Serbian people had fought a war against the for

Serbian independence - something they would achieve in stages
Serbian leaders wanted to expand the borders of Serbia even further, uniting all the Serbian

people intoa “ ” — many ethnic Serbs remained in the borders of other lands

The Empire of opposed Serbian expansion

There was a fear that different groups throughout this culturally diverse empire would demand

their own

* Throughout the early 20t century tensions would rise in the region

The Shot Heard Round the World

* During this period of tension, the Archduke of Austria-Hungary, , travelled to

the Bosnian city of Sarajevo

28 June, 1914 - 19-year-old university student assassinated the archduke and his

pregnant wife — he was Serbian by ethnicity but a citizen of Austria-Hungary

During his arrest and interrogation, he implicated a number of members of the

military
The July Crisis
* July 1914 - Tensions rapidly as Austria-Hungary blamed Serbia for the Archduke’s

assassination

A series of intense negotiations and ultimatums were made between the major

powers of Europe

[t was in no county’s to go to war yet events were set in motion that no one nation

could stop
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The Dominos Fall

Austria-Hungary, after impossible demands made of Serbia, declared war on the small nation
Russia, seeing itself as the of the Slavic people, prepared to defend Serbia

Germany had feared Russian and believed if war was to come, now was the time

Germany declared war on Russia - who in turn was allied with

War Breaks Out

Germany now faced a war on two fronts with Russia to the east and France to the west

Adopting the , Germany planned a lightening quick attack on France, encircling

Paris and forcing an early French surrender
Germany could then turn east to face the larger but slower Russian army

To succeed Germany had to move through neutral

Belgium refused to allow this and Germany attacked

, on the edge of joining the war because of its “understanding” with France, saw
this attack on neutral Belgium as the final straw and declared war on Germany
Great Britain’s entry into the war along with a much quicker Russian mobilization doomed the

Schlieffen plan and led to the stalemate of the

[taly, the last member of the Triple Alliance, declined to join its allies stating that the agreement

had been meant as a alliance

May 1915 - Italy joined the war against Germany and Austria-Hungary

The Ottoman Empire

The once mighty Ottoman Empire was in during the late 19t and early 20t centuries

The empire had lost most of its European territories by 1913 in a series of

uprisings beginning in the 19t century

A faction had taken control of the empire in 1913 led by three men known as

the Three Pashas

Closer relations with the Germans combined with a long-standing with Russia moved

the Ottomans towards the Central Powers

October 25 1914 - The Ottoman fleet, along with two German-crewed ships, carried out a surprise
on Russian ships and ports in the Black Sea

November 2 - declared war on the Ottoman Empire

November 5 - and Great Britain declared war on the Ottoman Empire
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U.S. Neutrality

At the onset of war, the U.S. its neutrality

President Woodrow Wilson urged Americans to be “ in thought as well as in

action”

The of Americans embraced the President’s stance

U.S. Entry into the War

The U.S. would remain neutral until 1917 - Wilson had won in 1916 with the

slogan “he kept us out of the war”

Germany’s warfare against all shipping vessels in the war zone would lead to

America’s entry into the war

The entry of the U.S. into the war would break the and lead to an allied victory

The Results of the War

Empires would be

— Germany, Austria-Hungary, Russia, Ottoman Empire
20 million military and civilian lives would be lost - another 21 million wounded

Europe would be

The victors would redraw the borders of most of the world (poorly) and sow the seeds for the

majority of the conflicts of the 20t century

and movements would arise across Europe out of the ashes of

the destruction and within 18 years rule most of the continent
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