A New Frontier in the West: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity
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A New Frontier in the West: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity
Primary sources are first hand accounts of an event or situation in history. These accounts can be verbal (a quote,
journal, or other written piece) or they may be visual (an image, sign, video...). The person providing the information
in the account actually lived through and experienced the history. This makes primary sources very important for
understanding history. Still, you must consider the source, its relevance for the time period, the reliability of the
account, and any bias that may be held by the person providing the information.

“There we were...Twelve o’clock. There went up a
roar that drowned the crack of the soldiers’
musketry as they fired in the air as the signal of
noon and the start of the Run... The thousands
surged over the Line...The rush had started."
Homesteader, 1889

1. What is happening in this quote?
2. What might they be running for?
3. Do you think this quote shows excitement,

fear, or other emotions? Explain.

4, Based on the images to the right, what are
Homesteads? What could be a homestead
run?

FACT: Over 50,000 rushed for free lands to settle
in Oklahoma, but making “improvements” on
the land was not an easy task for many. Dry sail
and disease led to hardships for many of those
searching for a life in the new frontier.
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Lands for Sale
What do you see in this image? List 3 details.

What does it suggest about the settlement of land in the west?

Who do you think took advantage of this offer? Why?

Address GEO. S. HARRIS, LAND COMMISSIONTR,
of T. IL LDAVITT, Asw't Land Comum'r, Burliagton, lows.

or apply o




A New Frontier in the West: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity

"On the reservations there was no electricity or running water.
When kids came to the boarding school they had these things--
showers and clean clothes--and they ate decent food. My mom
died when | was 13 months old. | stayed with my grandmother
who wasn't well...My main criticism of the boarding school is that
it didn't allow you to do your own thinking. You marched
everywhere, you were governed by the bell and bugle, you were
told when to go to bed and when to get up, your whole life was
governed. As a result, you didn't learn how to become an
independent thinker."

Arnold McKay

Indian Boarding School Student

Promontory Point, Utah

1. What do you think may be taking place in these
images?

2. What other changes do you foresee for the
growing western United States?

1. What positives were provided to the Indian
children by the boarding schools?

2. What were the negatives described in the
quote?
3. Based on his description, do you think the

schools were beneficial for native children?

FACT: By 1900, Native Americans had lost all but
20% of the land they once controlled in the
American west. Through removals from the
Plains region and the requirement for native
children to attend boarding schools, the native
heritage was slowly disappearing.
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While the move westward in the latter 1800s was a great opportunity for some Americans, it was also
very damaging for the native population. How do we see similar situations in modern America? What
“groups” suffer as other groups gain through the American dream? Provide examples to support your

response. (Use another page, if needed.)




America’s Industrial New Frontier: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity
Primary sources are first hand accounts of an event or situation in history. These accounts can be verbal (a quote,
journal, or other written piece) or they may be visual (an image, sign, video...). The person providing the information
in the account actually lived through and experienced the history. This makes primary sources very important for
understanding history. Still, you must consider the source, its relevance for the time period, the reliability of the
account, and any bias that may be held by the person providing the information.

%

"I am neither mechanic nor engineer, nor am | scientific.
The fact is | don't amount to anything in any industrial
department, | seem to have had a knack of utilizing those
that do know better than myself.”

Andrew Carnegie on his use of the Bessemer Steel Process

Fact: The Bessemer Steel process allowed for
the fast and inexpensive creation of steel for the
use in American industrial growth.

What were the benefits of the Bessemer Steel process?

Andrew Carnegie became one of America’s richest men through his Carnegie Steel Company. What
role does Carnegie claim in his success?
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“Mr. Watson, come here, | want you.”
First words spoken over the telephone
from Alexander Graham Bell to his
assistant, Mr. Watson

Based on the images, what patent was
awarded in 1879?

To whom was this patent awarded?

How do you think this product changed
American society?

What is taking place in this image? Who is the man seated at the desk?

Why do you think this moment in history was so valued at the time? What
would this invention do for Americans?

How do you think this invention helped the other aspects of American




America’s Industrial New Frontier: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity

Industrial America

The rapid growth of industrial America led to a need
for cheap and available labor to work in the new
factories popping up across the nation.

1. Who do you see working in this image?

2. How would the lives of these individuals be
affected by their work in the factories? Be
specific.

3. Why do you think these individuals would go to
work in the new factories?

FACT: The term “Gilded Age” was introduced by
Mark Twain in his description of the new rich
industrialist class in America. This new wealthy
class lived lavish lives and considered
themselves important due to their status in
American society.

“If we do not like the survival of the fittest, we have only one
possible alternative, and that is the survival of the unfittest.”

William Sumner, arguing in support of Social Darwinism

“The man who dies rich, dies disgraced.”
Andrew Carnegie on the responsibility of rich to help the poor

1. Based on the quotes above, what are the two
opposing sides on the wealth of the Gilded
Age?

2. What does Sumner suggest will happen to
America if the wealthy do not control
society?

3. Which view do you think is right? Why?
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Thanks to new inventions and innovative thinkers, America grew and prospered in the late 1800s.
What comparisons can you make to modern America? Provide examples to support your response.

(Use another page, if needed.)




Populism & Protest in America: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity
Primary sources are first hand accounts of an event or situation in history. These accounts can be verbal (a quote,
journal, or other written piece) or they may be visual (an image, sign, video...). The person providing the information
in the account actually lived through and experienced the history. This makes primary sources very important for
understanding history. Still, you must consider the source, its relevance for the time period, the reliability of the
account, and any bias that may be held by the person providing the information.

“We have witnessed for more than a quarter of a century the
struggles of the two great political parties for power and
plunder, while grievous wrongs have been inflicted upon the
suffering people...we seek to restore the government of the
Republic to the hands of the plain people.

The Omaha Platform, 1892
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1. What population of America is the Omaha
Platform trying to attract?

2. What does this platform suggest of the two
main political parties?

3. Based on what you have learned in the
previous unit, what changes or problems
may the “plain people” of America want
addressed?
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Populist Party Platform:
Calling for Government Ownership of Industries

1. What two new industries are the Populists
addressing in this image?

2. Based on the ideas of the Populists, how
would this benefit the people they represent?

lluli'Y RATION

FACT: The Grangers were organized groups who
felt that the growing unregulated big business in
America would harm the common farmer.

Mother Jones
Why would company bosses refer to this woman
as “the most dangerous woman in America?

What view do you think workers had of her?




Populism & Protest in America: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity

FACT: In 1895,
the Supreme
Court ruled that
the President
had the power
to break up
strikes. Many
saw this as a
loss for unions,
but others
hoped it would
bring further
attention to the
power of the
new industries.

%

1. How does this cartoonist show the members
of the Supreme Court?

2. What do you think this cartoonist thought of
the Supreme Court ruling?

the strike against the Carnegie Steel Co?

2. Who do you see in the lower image? What
role do you think they played in the situation?
3. Do you think the ruling hurt the laborers of

the time? Explain.

3. Based on the images, what outcome would you
predict for this strike?

FACT: While many American workers were joining
unions and organizing to help bring power to the
laborers, others were excluded. This discrimination
against women, immigrants, African-Americans, and
certain religious groups served as one of the greatest
weaknesses of the 1800s labor movement.
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Even when common Americans were attempting to organize for the benefit of the “whole,” they were
divided by racism and prejudices. How does racism or prejudice divide America today?
Provide examples to support your response. (Use another page, if needed.)




America as Empire: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity
Primary sources are first hand accounts of an event or situation in history. These accounts can be verbal (a quote,
journal, or other written piece) or they may be visual (an image, sign, video...). The person providing the information
in the account actually lived through and experienced the history. This makes primary sources very important for
understanding history. Still, you must consider the source, its relevance for the time period, the reliability of the
account, and any bias that may be held by the person providing the information.

“[It is] our Manifest Destiny to overspread the continent
allotted by Providence for the free development of our
yearly multiplying millions.”

United States Magazine and Democratic Review, 1845

1. Based onits use in this statement, what is the
definition of destiny?

2. What does Providence represent in this
statement? Why would this be significant in the

mid-1800s?

3. What is the destiny for the United States
according to this magazine article from the
mid-1800s?

Manifest Destiny

1. What stands out from this image?

2. What types of technological/innovational
changes can you see represented in the
image?

FACT: Under President Polk, and with the Monroe
Doctrine, the term Manifest Destiny came to mean the
idea that the United States was a superior country and had
the God-granted right to invade, conquer, and rule
throughout our continent and beyond.

i

A Puck, September 1900
What do you see in this image?

—= 2 1 Why is the American symbol at the tailor?

What benefits or problems do you see arising as a result of this
American policy?
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America as Empire: A Primary Sources Analysis Activity

“American production has outrun American consumption
and we must seek markets for the surplus abroad.”

Henry Demarest Lloyd, Political writer

1. According to Lloyd, what must America do?
2. Why must America do this?
3. How do you think America will go about
After e United States had rescucd them from thels o achieving this goal?
What the United States Has Fought For
1. What is the main idea of this political cartoon?

2. Do you think the changes for the people of each
region are correct? Explain your position.

FACT: America went to war against Spain after the
explosion of the U.S.S. Maine, a U.S. battleship
docked in Cuba. American newspapers, and some
political leaders, wrongfully blamed Spain for the
explosion just to fuel popular opinion for war. This
yellow journalism tactic would set a trend for future
U.S. and world events.
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The United States used many methods to expand territory and control in the late 1800s. How are the
tactics used in that time period similar to our methods for influence in world events now?
Provide examples to support your response. (Use another page, if needed.)




